WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1 . A n image pr oce ^ing apparatus comprising^ 

reading means for reading an image recorded c/n a 
recording material; / 

acquisition means for acquiring image / 
characteristic data which, when an image recorded on 
the recording material was formerly reacl/was obtained 
based on a result of the former reading and stored in 
storage means; / 

calculation means which calculates, based on 
image characteristic data obtained from image data 
obtained by the reading of sa^d reading means, and 
image characteristic data acquired by said acquisition 
means, a correction parameter for correcting image 
quality deterioration of/the image; and 

correction me^ns which corrects, based on the 
correction parameter calculated by said calculation 
means, the image data. 

2. An ir»age processing apparatus comprising: 

reading means for reading an image recorded on a 
recordirj^ material; 

/ acquisition means for acquiring image 
characteristic data obtained based on a result of reading 
whe?r-a: R imape recorded -an -±he recordin g m Rt e riP^ I -\vf ^ s 
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formerly read, and acquiring inforinra.tion for specifying 
reading conditions in the former reading, the image 
characteristic data and the inforrnation being stored in 
storage means when the image Wiks formerly read; 

calculation means which,/based on the 
information for specifying the reading conditions 
acquired by said acquisition mefans, converts at least one 
of image data obtained by the heading of said reading 
means and image characterisric data acquired by said 
acquisition means so that both data each becomes data 
equal to that obtained by reo^ding an image under similar 
reading conditions, and thereafter, obtains image 
characteristic data from me image data, and based on 
both image characteristic data, calculates a correction 
parameter for correctirig image quality deterioration of 
the image; and / 

correction means which, based on the correction 
parameter calculates by said calculation means, corrects 
the image data. / 

3. An image processing apparatus according to claim 
2, wherein the reading conditions include at least one of 
an image reading position on the recording material, a 
spectral sensitivity of said reading means used for 
reading, and a resolution at which an image is read. 
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4. An image processing apparatus aocprding to claim 

1, wherein the recording material is a photographic film 
and the storage means is any one of a semiconductor 
memory mounted to a cartridge in which the 
photographic film is accommodated, and a magnetic 
recording layer formed with a magnetic material being 
applied to the photographic film'. 

5. An image processing apparatus according to claim 

2, wherein the recording material is a photographic film 
and the storage means is yany one of a semiconductor 
memory mounted to a cartridge in which the 
photographic film is accommodated, and a magnetic 
recording layer formed with a magnetic material being 
applied to the photofi;raphic film. 

5. An image processing apparatus according to claim 
1, wherein the image characteristic data is data which 
represents a predetermined image characteristic amount 
for each of ayrixed number of blocks into which an image 
is divided, And 

said calculation means compares image 
characteristic data obtained from the image data and 
image characteristic data acquired by said acquisition 
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means for each of the blocks and calculates^ the 
correction parameter for each of the blocks. 

7. An image processing apparatusAccording to claim 
2, wherein the image characteristic data is data which 
represents a predetermined image characteristic amount 
for each of a fixed number of blocks into which an image 
is divided, and / 

said calculation means compares image 
characteristic data obtained fyom the image data and 
image characteristic data ac^juired by said acquisition 
means for each of the blocks and calculates the 
correction parameter for ^ach of the blocks. 

8. An image correcting method comprising the steps 
of: / 

reading an image recorded on a recording 
material, obtaining image characteristic data based on a 
result of the reading, and storing the obtained image 
characteristic data in storage means, 

and thereafter, when an image recorded on the 
recording maxerial is read, 

obtaining image characteristic data from image 
data obtained by the latter reading; 

based on the obtained image characteristic data 
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and the image characteristic data stored in the storage 
means, calculating a correction parameter for correcting 
image quality deterioration of the image; and / 

correcting the image data based on the/calculated 
correction parameter. / 

9. An image correcting method comprising the steps 
of: / 

effecting first reading for an iiriage recorded on a 
recording material; / 

obtaining image characteristic data based on a 
result of the reading; and / 

storing, in storage mea^s, the obtained image 
characteristic data together ywith information for 
specifying reading conditions in the first reading, 

and thereafter, when second reading is effected 
for an image recorded otl the recording material, 

based on the information for specifying reading 
conditions in the fir^t reading, which is acquired from 
the storage means/ converting at least one of image data 
obtained by the second reading and the image 
characteristic data acquired from the storage means so 
that both data/ each becomes data equal to that obtained 
by reading an image under similar reading conditions, 
and thereafter, obtaining image characteristic data from 
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the image data; 

based on both image characteristic data, 
calculating a correction parameter for correcting image 
quality deterioration of the image; and 

correcting the image dam based on the calculated 
correction parameter. / 

10. An image correcting method according to claim 9, 
wherein the reading condiUons include at least one of an 
image reading position on the recording material, a 
spectral sensitivity of reading means used for reading, 
and a resolution at which an image is read. 

1 1. An image correcting method according to claim 8, 
wherein the recording material is a photographic film 
and the storage means is any one of a semiconductor 
memory mounted/to a cartridge in which the 
photographic film is accommodated, and a magnetic 
recording layer yformed with a magnetic material being 
applied to the photographic film. 

12. An image correcting method according to claim 9, 
wherein the recording material is a photographic film 
and the storage means is any one of a semiconductor 
memory mounted to a cartridge in which the 



81 



4 



photographic film is accommodated, and a/magnetic 
recording layer formed with a magnetic material being 
applied to the photographic film. / 

13. An image correcting method /according to claim 8, 
wherein the image characteristic caata is data which 
represents a predetermined ima^ characteristic amount 
for each of a fixed number of b/ocks into which an image 
is divided, and / 

said calculation sten^ of the correction parameter 
is provided to compare irn/age characteristic data 
obtained form the image/data and the image 
characteristic data stoi/ed in the storage means for each 
of the blocks and calculate the correction parameter for 
each of the blocks. / 

14. An image correcting method according to claim 9, 
wherein the image characteristic data is data which 
represents a predetermined image characteristic amount 
for each of a f^ed number of blocks into which an image 
is divided, and 

said calculation step of the correction parameter 
is provided^ to compare the both image characteristic 
data with/each other for each of the blocks and calculate 
the correction parameter for each of the blocks. 
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